suggest that those West Australians who now report no religious affiliation fulfill their spiritual needs by a greater connection to the aesthetic qualities offered by the natural environment, particularly old-growth forests.
Theoretical framework
While some authors contest the nomenclature of 'new' (Cohen 1985, 663) , most agree that there is something worth studying about the range of social movements (such as peace, antinuclear, gender and environmental) that have proliferated in developed Western societies since the mid-1970s. Cohen identified the rapidity of their formation, their replication in many Western countries, and their influence on political systems, as defining factors of these movements. The New Social Movement literature assisted me in understanding how changes in public values affected the external political and social environment in WA and in exploring how the changes in values are linked to particular socio-demographic changes in WA.
The labeling of movements involved in campaigning on issues, such as the environment, as 'new' is often made against the approach to 'older' movements as movements of the working class opposed to the power of 'capital' (Burgmann 1993, 5) . Thus, the NSM approach defies earlier Marxist class-based understandings of social movements, such as Burgmann's, and focused on factors that developed new values. Burgmann claims that NSMs are mainly supported by people from the middle social class, and their activists and intellectual core supporters were often well-educated public sector employees, such as teachers. Further, she claims that the NSM support base consisted of social classes that were immune from the commercial and economic pressures that were a characteristic of the older movements (1993, (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) . Berger et al. (1973, 170) highlight how the importance of 'intellectuals' or 'elites' derives from their origins in a social class that acted as a 'carrier group' for new ideologies and values in western societies. Likewise, Scott (1990, 138) , while recognising that the new politics appeal to more than class interests, state that NSMs 'are typically either predominantly movements of the educated middle classes, especially the "new middle class", or of the most educated/privileged section of the less privileged groups.' The involvement of society's welleducated sector is an important point of focus in this paper. Inglehart's (1977, 28) ' (1977, 28) . In Inglehart's view, policy formation on many issues (such as the environment) has thus moved from that led by mainstream political parties, with their traditional allegiance to labour (in Australia the Australian Labor Party, ALP) or capital (the Liberal Party/National Party Coalition), to a situation whereby NSMs construct new policy ideas and approaches. In other words, Inglehart suggests that changing values within a society facilitate the emergence of new social advocacy organisations that, in turn, shape new government policies as the policy elite respond to these new pressures.
Pakulski and Crook (1998, 5) 
Research setting
The Federal Government's Resource Assessment Commission (RAC) conducted research in 1991 that is unique in that it is the only research that has utilised Inglehart's framework in an Australian setting. In a national poll conducted during its inquiry into the Australian forest industry, the RAC (1991, 1) found that the majority of Australians were in favour of the halting of logging in National Estate forests, even if it caused economic hardship. They also found that the poll respondents most frequently nominated 'the environment' as a national problem, surpassing economic issues such as unemployment and interest rates. A multivariate analysis of their survey data indicated that involvement in social movements and personality PORTAL vol.3, no.1 January 2006values were the strongest predictors of individual attitudes towards the forests. These results (RAC 1991, 8 ) also confirmed Inglehart's earlier findings (1977, 28) that people aged over 55 years have a far less postmaterial orientation than younger age groups. One critical outcome of the RAC's research in relation to attitudes to environmental issues was that it found that opposition to using native forests for economic purposes (e.g. logging and woodchipping) was strongly related to three factors: socio-economic status, such as having a university degree; being female; and having visited a native forest in the previous year (RAC, 1991, 44) .
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has been tracking Australian environmental attitudes every two years since 1992 with similarly worded questions to those asked by the RAC. Its latest report provides data over a range of issues and finds that Australians with a higher weekly household income have greater concern for environmental problems than other socioeconomic groups. In line with the RAC poll, the survey found that concern for environmental problems increases with education levels: 70 percent of people with skilled vocational training expressed environmental concern, and this figure rises to 90 percent for people with postgraduate university degrees (2001, 20) . Both of these findings from the ABS support Inglehart's findings that income and education levels predict postmaterial attitudes toward the environment. Quekett (2000, 20) suggests that WA people were 'the most environmentally-aware people in Australia.' Table 1 presents data from the 2001 Australian Election Survey to show that higher percentages of WA electors agree that environmental issues are extremely important to them. industries in that region (e.g. the tourist, mining and vineyard industries, described in more detail below). Table 2 indicates that all three LGAs suffered a slight population slump in the early 1970s and their later population growth seems to coincide with the period after the first vineyards were established in the region in 1968 (Zekulich 2002, 12) . 10,000
Research results

Population Changes
12,000 1 9 7 1 1 9 7 6 1 9 8 1 1 9 8 6 1 9 9 1 1 9 9 6 2 0 0 1 Year ABS 1976; ABS 1986; ABS 1996; ABS 2002) The higher population growth in the Denmark and Margaret River LGAs seems to be due to people migrating to these regions rather than from internal population growth. This is shown in (Burgmann 1993; Scott 1990 ). 
Education
Authors writing about NSMs have found an association between education levels and attitudes supportive of these NSMs (Burgmann 1993; Crook & Pakulski 1995) . Table 5 (below) identifies an increase in university qualifications 4 for all three south-west LGAs over the last 30 years. In 1971Manjimup had a similar level of residents with university qualifications compared to the Margaret River LGA and twice that of the Denmark LGA. By 2001 it had less than 6 percent of its residents with university qualifications while the two
LGAs on either side had nearly 50 percent more. This indicates that the changes in religious affiliation plateaued in 1996, but remain at very high levels compared to other WA and Australian
LGAs. The Denmark LGA has nearly twice the national average of people reporting no religious affiliation. D e n m a r k 1 9 7 1 1 9 7 6 1 9 8 6 1 9 9 1 1 9 9 6 2 0 0 1 M a n ji m u p 1 9 7 1 1 9 7 6 1 9 8 6 1 9 9 1 1 9 9 6 2 0 0 1 M a r g a r e t R 1 9 7 1 1 9 7 6 1 9 8 6 1 9 9 1 1 9 9 6 2 0 0 1 
Industry changes in the south-west
By the end of the twentieth century, the export value of timber products (excluding woodchips) had fallen dramatically to $19 million, or less than 0.1% of WA's total exports (ABS 1998, 309) . At the beginning of the twentieth century timber exports represented about 10 to 12% of WA's annual exports and in 1910 they were valued at $500 million in 2000
Australian dollar terms (Forestry Department 1969) . Other export commodities developed in the later part of the twentieth century, such as iron ore ($3,800 million per annum), petroleum products ($3,800 million per annum) and natural gas ($1,900 million per annum), had annual export values far greater than those for timber exports (ABS 2002, 13) . Within the period 1920-70 timber had moved from being a critical WA export product to a peripheral one. West Australian Premier reported that by the late 1990s the tourism industry employed 7,000 people in the south-west, while the forestry industry employed just over 1,000.
7
Similarly, in 2000 overseas grape export volumes from WA increased to more than 40 times that of 1990 levels (ABS 2001b, 3) . The export value of $31.1 million (DLGRD 2002, 13) was twice that reported for timber exports in the same period (CALM 2000, 95) . The economic value to WA, however, is not limited to its overseas exports: interstate wine exports in 2000 were valued at $72.3 million (DLGRD 2000, 13) and the wine industry also contributed to the growth of the south-west tourism industry outlined above. The wine
Worth
Our new cathedrals industry's value to south-west regional economies is also important in terms of employment.
Wine-related employment is centred on the Margaret River LGA, which has nearly 50 percent of the wine employees in the south-west.
Further data on key factors
The on the importance of an attachment to the natural environment rather than an industrial or human-made structure. This example also provides some non-Australian evidence against the argument that people support environmental causes because their higher levels of education gives them a better understanding of the science behind the issues. Environmentalists have been strong supporters of renewable energy but in this case from the UK they have joined the campaign against the development of wind power. The Guardian noted the comments of one green opponent of a new wind farm:
But it essentially comes down to this. The colour, shape, form and movement of the physical infrastructure is obviously man-made. It introduces an angular, lined and discordant visual impact into a landscape which is valued precisely because it is one of the few pieces left in the UK where such development is noticeably absent. To make matters worse, the movement of the blades has the additionally harmful impact of constantly drawing attention [to itself]. There is no condition which will mitigate or limit the harm. Obviously, religious affiliation and spirituality are different, but related, concepts. The information I have presented in regard to the recent development of a new anti-logging forest policy in WA suggests that the relationship between levels of religious affiliation, development of spiritual feelings, and new public values to native forests and the broader natural environment, is worthy of more detailed research.
